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The continued success of Colgate Total can be attributed to its clinical effective-
ness, which the average patient can experience first hand at each hygiene visit.
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here are few true innovations when it comes

to toothpaste. In fact, the last major

advancement in the home care fight against
gingivitis, plaque, tartar, and periodontitis occurred
15 years ago with the introduction of triclosan in
Colgate Total toothpaste (Colgate-Palmolive Co,
New York, NY). Colgate Total was first launched
internationally in 1992, it became available to the
US market in late 1997, and it is now sold in 103
countries worldwide. The long-term clinical effica-
cy of Colgate Total toothpaste has earned it a mar-
ket leader position for many years.

FDA Approval

In 1997, Colgate Total was the first toothpaste to
obtain a New Drug Approval by the Food and Drug
Administration in more than 10 years. The approval
was necessary because of the inclusion of the anti-
bacterial agent triclosan, and the claim that the
toothpaste helps to prevent bacterial plaque forma-
tion for up to 12 hours. By combining triclosan with
a patented PVM/MA copolymer to provide thera-
peutic benefits and plaque protection berween
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brushings, Colgate Total provides dentists with an
effective solution to help patients prevent gingivitis
and cavities.

In the United States, approximately 80% of all
adults and 90% of adults aged 55 to 64 are affect-
ed by some form of periodontitis." Recent research
also links periodontitis with an increased incidence
of cardiovascular disease and pre-term birth.?

The need for oral home care products that better
control plaque and thereby reduce the incidence of
gingivitis and more serious cases of periodontitis is
clear. Toothpaste that surface cleans teeth, fluori-
dates, and freshens breath is not enough for most
patients to maintain good oral health. Products that
treat and prevent plaque formation are greatly
needed for home care, especially when soda drink-
ing and smoking are still prevalent risk factors for
periodontitis.

Clinical Effectiveness

With 15 years of clinical history, 44 controlled
studies, 58 scientific posters, and 56 scientific arti-
cles, the clinical effectiveness of Colgate Total in
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